
318 Nancy Lynn Ln #13
Knoxville TN 37919

301 Louis St Suite 304
Kingsport TN 37660

www.KomenEastTennessee.org
865.588.0902



Since inception, in 1982, Komen has become the world’s 
largest breast cancer organization, has funded more than 
$920 million in research, and provided more than $2 billion 
in funding to screening, education, treatment and psycho-
social support programs serving millions of people in the 
U.S. and more than 30 countries worldwide.

We Are

In October of 1993, my mother was 
diagnosed with Inflammatory Breast Cancer.  
Komen was still in its infancy but my family 
and I participated in RACE FOR THE CURES 
in Detroit, where my parents lived, and in 
NYC where my brother lived. The RACES 
were exhilarating—they made us all feel that 
we were doing something to fight cancer 
and with the Sisterhood of Survivors, my 
mother felt empowered to continue fighting. 
It was awesome—memories of my mother at 
her survivor photo with a carnation and our 
family all together are some of my favorite 
moments of my mom’s last years on this 
earth. I was 32 when my mother died, 2 years 
after her diagnosis. It was the first time I had 
felt such loss and it took the wind out of me. 
I didn’t know what to do with the grief. In a 
conversation with my sister, she suggested 
I consider trying to bring the Komen RACE 
FOR THE CURE to Knoxville—and so, it 
began.       
     -  Renee J. Repka

East Tennesssee is proud to be a part of the Komen 
family and we want to honor these amazing women 
and Susan Komen with our fight.  Susan’s sister, 
Nancy Brinker, made a promise to do everything 
she could to fight breast cancer and she is.  Locally, 
in East Tennessee, there are many sisters, mothers, 
daughters, and husbands making this same 
promise. And because there is still breast cancer, 
there is still a battle to fight. After 20+ Races as 
Komen Knoxville and 10+ as Komen Tri-Cities we 
are excited to be getting closer and closer to the 
finish line, and  working to ensure no one has to 
run alone.  

                                                            - Amy Dunaway  
Executive Director Komen East Tennessee

 My mother died of breast cancer May 6, 
1956 when  I was 10 years old.  That changed 
my life forever.  For a very long time, breast 
cancer was synonymous with death.  When 
I was diagnosed with a breast tumor at age 
35, I was scared to death.    Many years 
later I was approached by two gentlemen 
whom I admired immensely.  They were 
the presidents of the two foundations 
at Mountain States Health Alliance and 
Wellmont.  Both saw the need for a Susan 
G. Komen Affiliate in the Tri-Cities region to 
address the needs of the women (and men) 
of the area.  Those major needs included 
education (too many women were coming 
to the hospitals too late) and financial 
assistance with mammograms;  other 
needs included financial assistance from 
transportation to child care.  Needless to say, 
I began to research the Komen organization 
and found that breast cancer does not lead 
to death.  Through the efforts of Susan G. 
Komen, more women were getting their 
mammograms earlier, and when found early 
and contained within the breast, breast 
cancer does not lead to death!  With proper 
examinations to find it early, coupled with 
research, we can stop it in its tracks.  We 
selected an outstanding charter committee 
and went to work!                                         
    -  Betty DeVinney



$9.7 million 
INVESTED IN LOCAL SERVICES SINCE 1997

$3.4 million
INVESTED IN KOMEN NATIONAL  
RESEARCH FUNDING SINCE 1997

Lindsey, at age 32,  was 
diagnosed with stage 
3 cancer.  For a solid 
year, she went through 
numerous  surgeries, 
radiation, chemo, a 
double mastectomy and 
radiation again.   During 
this time, she was 
unable to consistently 
work and finances 
became a struggle.  
Susan G. Komen East TN was able to 
help by providing Lindsey with money to 
pay for her rent for a month.   

Lindsey wants to remind everyone that 
Komen is here to help make sure you 
get the best care possible.  “Whether 
it is helping getting your annual 
mammogram, paying for gas or food, or 
assisting you to get treatment, they have 
your back in our community!”

- Lindsey CaldwellA Hispanic patient in her mid-20’s was denied 
coverage for BRCA testing by TennCare.  She came in 
for a consult because her mother was diagnosed at an 
early age and tested positive for BRCA 1.  She tested 
positive herself and was able to get the genetic panel 
and other test due to the money we had  received 
from a Komen Grant.                      - Health Department

A 55 year-old, uninsured woman was able to receive 
a digital screening mammogram on the UT Medical 
Center’s mobile mammography unit, through Komen 
grant funding.   Her last screening mammogram was 
six years ago.    
           - Patient served in Hancock County

For the members 
of   the Pink Ninjas—
Breast Cancer 
Assassins team, 
breast cancer 
became personal 
when Pam Kelly, one 
of their teammates, 
was diagnosed 
with breast cancer 
in 2008. One year 
before, it was Pam 
who had organized 

the “Pom-Pom Girls” to walk in the Susan G. Komen Tri-
Cities Race for the Cure®.  
“As now an 8+ year survivor, I am very thankful for 
mammograms and early detection. It is a very sobering, 
life-changing experience to be told that you have 
breast cancer and to deal with the consequences. 
However, it is very comforting that Komen is fighting 
for even higher survivor rates and ultimately a CURE 
for those you and I care about deeply!”  
           - Pam Kelly
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24Komen East TN covers a 
county service area
WITH EDUCATION AND LOCAL  
GRANT FUNDING.

WE WILL REDUCE THE  
BREAST CANCER DEATHS BY 50%  

BY 2026 IN THE U.S.   
THIS IS OUR BOLD GOAL.

Early Detection Saves Lives
Right Here in Our Community  

In 2015 - 2016 

6,285 Patient services 
were  provided:

510 Clinical Breast Exams
4,452 Screening Mammograms

494 Diagnostic Services
14 Genetic Screenings

267 Genetic Counseling
252 Treatment Assistance
296 Navigational Services

15,573 Individuals 
were educated including:

72 Breast cancers were 
diagnosed from Komen 
funded services

113 Spanish Interpretations
804 One-on-One Education

DID YOUKNOW? 75% of every dollar raised by Komen East TN stays in the 24-county 
service area to fund vital breast cancer health education and breast 
cancer screening and treatment programs.

25% is contributed to the Susan G. Komen National Award and Research 
Grant Program, to fund ground-breaking breast cancer research.

75%
25%


